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Press Release

“Lives in Chemistry” Book Series Wins Gold Medal
Berlin, June 20, 2022

The “Lives in Chemistry” book series is now recognized as one of “The Best German Book 
Designs 2022”.

At an award ceremony on June 13, 2022 in Berlin, Katharina Hesse, CEO of the Stiftung 
Buchkunst (“Book Art Foundation”) presented the 25 of “The Best German Book Designs” 
with five books in each of five categories ranging from fiction to children’s books. 645 titles 
were submitted, and the “Lives in Chemistry” series received a gold medal in the reference & 
text books category. It can now be nominated for the international “Best Book Design From 
All Over The World” competition. The foundation critically monitors book production and 
awards books exemplary in design, conception, and workmanship every year. All winners 
will be exhibited at the Book Fairs in Frankfurt and Leipzig. 
 
Two juries selected the most innovative book designs in an elaborate process, and 14 jurors 
spent seven days discussing. The awarded books demonstrate the range of design and 
manufacturing. “I had great fun being part of the jury. The quality of all titles was excep-
tional. You simply notice that standard solutions don’t get you very far anymore,” says juror 
Stephanie Ising, summing up this year’s jury work. 

The autobiography series “Lives in Chemistry” is conceived as a tribute to outstanding sci-
entists, describes their route to success, aims to inspire in particular young people in partic-
ular. Behind the series is a prominent Advisory Board of the History of Chemistry division of 
the German Chemical Society (GDCh) and the outstanding book designer Andreas Toepfer, 
well-known in the international book world. Without the sponsor Karl Reuter, CEO of Reuter 
Chemische Apparatebau RCA e. K. Freiburg, Germany, the autobiographies would not have 
come into being. And without Eva E. Wille, member of the Advisory Board and spiritus rec-
tor of the design of the series, the brand “Lives in Chemistry” would not have been created.

This September, two new additions to the series by Stephen Kent, USA, and Dieter Oester-
helt, Germany, will be published, both of whom have had fundamental impact on contem-
porary biochemistry. The publisher, the authors, the Advisory Board, the entire team are 
delighted to have received this prestigious gold medal. It motivates them to continue this 
series in this form, with its outstanding content and elaborate technical design. It demon-
strates also the impact that chemistry has on our society.

We will be happy to provide you with further information, please contact us and request a 
review copy:

GNT-Verlag GmbH, Lasiuszeile 2, 13585 Berlin, Germany, l-i-c.org
Contact: Ralf Hahn M. A., rhahn@l-i-c.org, +49 177 / 627 47 79

https://l-i-c.org/
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Lives in Chemistry
The autobiographical series “Lives in Chemistry” provides insights 
into the lives and thoughts of outstanding research scientists in the 
context of the times they lived in. What role does the continuous 
sequence of hypothesis, experiment, and interpretation play in 
top chemical research? What is the role of impulses from men-
tors, students, colleagues, and competitors? Successful scientists 
describe authentically and in a very personal way how innovation is 
created.

Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker (GDCh)
With around 30,000 members from science, industry and the liberal professions, the 
German Chemical Society GDCh represents a large, professionally and socially relevant 
community. Its more than 150-years history, worldwide networking and high scientific and 
social standards form the basis for its creative activities in the interest of a sustainable world 
worth living in.

GNT-Verlag
Founded in 1990, GNT is looking forward to the next 30 years of publishing reference 
books in the fields of history of science and technology with focus on the 19th and 20th  
century. Outstanding publications include editions like the scientific correspondence of 
Arnold Sommerfeld, biographies such as of Otto Hahn or James Franck, actual topics like  
modern atmospheric chemistry or nuclear R & D, and regional studies such as physics and 
optics in Jena or chemistry in Halle.

GNT-Verlag GmbH, Lasiuszeile 2, 13585 Berlin, Germany, l-i-c.org
Contact: Ralf Hahn M. A., rhahn@l-i-c.org, +49 177 / 627 47 79
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Pictures
(Selection, more on request)

GNT-Verlag GmbH, Lasiuszeile 2, 13585 Berlin, Germany, l-i-c.org
Contact: Ralf Hahn M. A., rhahn@l-i-c.org, +49 177 / 627 47 79

Impressions of the first jury 
(above)
Picture: Stiftung Buchkunst, 
Frankfurt/M., Germany

Impressions of the day 2
Pictures: Stiftung Buchkunst, 
Frankfurt/M., Germany

G Ü N T H E R  M A I E R , geboren 1932, ist 
früh fasziniert von „verbotenen Molekülen“.  
Ob in Karlsruhe, Baltimore, Marburg oder 
Gießen, immer wollte er neue Hürden 
überwinden, die als unüberwindbar 
galten. Das zum Molekül des Jahres 1978 
gekürte Tetrahedran wurde zu seinem 
Markenzeichen. In kleinen, aufeinander 
aufbauenden Geschichten beschreibt und 
reflektiert der Autor sein Leben, seine 
chemischen Wege und Umwege, seine 
Vorbilder und seine Zusammenarbeit mit 
den Mitarbeitern. Es öffnet sich eine Welt 
von ganz besonderen Molekülen, die durch 
Experimente – Photochemie, Blitzpyrolyse, 
Tieftemperatur-Matrixisolation – und  
Theorie erschlossen wird; Spieltrieb, Glück 
und Phantasie, aber auch Hartnäckigkeit 
lüften viele Geheimnisse.
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GÜNTHER 
      MAIER 

  DAS 
  WAR’S  
      –
  ERINNE RUNGEN  
      EINES 
  DOKTOR VATERS 

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE

Wer hat schon das Glück, den Nobelpreis  
als Geburtstags überraschung zu bekom-
men? G E R H A R D  E R T L , geboren 1936, 
erlebte dies am 10. Oktober 2007. 
 Als Jugendlicher interessierte er sich 
für Musik, Chemie und Physik zuerst in 
Stuttgart, bald auch in Paris und Mün-
chen. Die Tür zur Forschung öffnete sich 
schließlich in der Diplomarbeit. Sein Mut, 
bereits als Doktorand das wissenschaft-
liche Neuland der Oberflächenforschung 
und damit der heterogenen Katalyse zu 
betreten, machte ihn zum großen Pionier.
 Mechanismen und Kinetik der Ammo-
niak-Synthese, der CO-Oxidation und die 
„aktiven Zentren“ wurden aufgespürt – 
eine neue internationale Schule gegründet 
und Brücken zur Industrie gebaut. Immer 
aufs Neue wurden für große wissenschaft-
liche und auch technische Fragen die 
Grundlagen gelegt – mit Geduld und ohne 
lautes Trommeln. Typisch Gerhard Ertl!
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KLEINER  
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    AUS WIRKUNGEN

LEBENSWERKE 
IN DER CHEMIE

„Es musste eine andere Chemie her.“
Dieser unbequeme Gedanke führte  
H E N R I  B R U N N E R  1966 zu den bis dato  
unbekannten optisch aktiven Übergangs-
metallkomplexen – und zu seinem Lebens -
thema Bild / Spiegelbild. 
 Heute ist es Lehrbuchwissen, dass 
durch winzige Mengen dieser Katalysa-
toren die Bild / Spiegelbild-Information  
in große Mengen organischer und phar-
mazeutischer Produkte übertragen wird. 
1971 führte seine kreative und nachhal-
tige Chemie zur Berufung als jüngstem 
Lehrstuhlinhaber Deutschlands und 
Begründer der anorganischen Chemie  
in Regensburg.
 Seine Mutter lehrte ihn: „Mach die 
Augen auf im Leben“. Henri Brunner, 
geboren 1940, hielt sich daran: Ob beim 
Zeichnen, beim Schach, beim Sport,  
Kartoffelkäfer sammeln, als Assistent,  
bei Berufungen, bei der Drittmittel-
beschaffung, in der Lehre, bei Krawatten 
und Schnecken und auch mit 85+ !
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Dieter oesterheLt   
unD mathias grote

Leben mit Licht  
      unD Farbe: 
  ein 
  biochemisches 
       gespräch

Lebenswerke 
in Der chemie
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GNT

Creative “cheating” led S T E P H E N 

B . H .  K E N T , born in 1945, to solve one 
of the Grand Challenges of 20th Century 
chemistry: the total synthesis of protein 
molecules. Twenty-five formative years 
in his native New Zealand had prepared 
him in manifold ways. Vigorous debates 
at the family dinner table, combined with 
secondary school classes in Kantian moral 
philosophy and the discipline of compe-
titive distance running influenced his 
later successes in scientific research. As a 
university undergraduate he was fascina-
ted by the ability of enzymes to catalyze 
chemical reactions and set out to gain the 
experience to understand how they did 
it. Steve loved to experiment and didn’t 
leave the bench for many years to come. 
Keep it simple, be counter-dogma and 
ignore the opinions of referees were his 
guiding principles. Read how his ambition 
to understand the chemistry of enzyme 
catalysis led S T E P H E N  K E N T  to the 
United States and about his adventures 
there in science and everyday life.
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STEPHEN B.H.
       KENT   

INVENTING
SYNTHETIC METHODS 
      TO DISCOVER 
 HOW ENZYMES WORK

LIVES IN
CHEMISTRY

Covers of all autobiogra-
phies 2021 (top row) and 
forthcoming titles in Sep-
tember 2022 (left)

https://l-i-c.org/
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GNT-Verlag GmbH, Lasiuszeile 2, 13585 Berlin, Germany, l-i-c.org
Contact: Ralf Hahn M. A., rhahn@l-i-c.org, +49 177 / 627 47 79

Katharina Hesse, CEO Stiftung Buchkunst, 
presents the winners

From left: Carsten Reinhardt, University 
Bielefeld, Chairman of the Advisory Board, 
next to the publishers Ralf Hahn and Martin 
Barth (GNT-Verlag)

	
“ocelot,” not just another bookstore, 
the place of the award ceremony, Berlin-Mitte
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